
at Potter Park Zoo

Our Mission: 
Inspiring Conservation of Animals and the Natural World

The renovation of our farmyard will support our long-term efforts to 
provide accessible and interactive educational opportunities to our guests 
throughout our facility. 

Michigan Agriculture



Agriculture in Michigan
Agriculture is of vital importance to the 

state of Michigan. 

There is a broad disconnect from the average consumer and the farmers who grow food.  A 
better understanding and appreciation is needed from both sides to help us achieve the goal 

of a reliable, stable and sustainable food supply. 
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300 
Commodities 

Michigan produces more than 300 
commodities, making us the state 

with the second most diverse 
agriculture industry in the nation 

just behind California. 

Economic  Importance
More than $100 billion annually is 

contributed to the state’s economy 
from the food and agriculture 

industry. It also employs more than 
900,000 people.

Cultural  Significance 
Farming has had a great 

impact on the 
culture of our state – 
both historically and 

present day.  

Ecological 
Impact

Agricultural practices are 
evolving to become primarily urban 
and suburban – reducing people’s 

experience, understanding and 
appreciation of agriculture. 
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Large interpretive and interactive graphics will engage and inform visitors about the amazing 
impact and national ranking of Michigan agriculture. 

“Where Does My Food Come From?”

This activity station features a table with multiple 
lift-up plate covers.  Each plate will have a typical en-
trée/meal.  The inside of the plate cover will explain 
the ingredients and agricultural crops necessary to 
produce them.  
Purpose: to illustrate the tremendous diversity of 
everyday agricultural products in our human food 
web.

What’s In Season?

This “matching game” station has a large wheel with 
many of our most common produce crops – which 
align with a window depicting the seasons. Guests 
will be able to rotate the wheel and see if they can 
guess which crops match with which seasons.  
Purpose:  Helps visitors to understand the seasonal 
availability of many of our most common fruits and 
vegetables.

Michigan Agriculture Ranking Board

Michigan ranks extremely high in the diversity of 
crops grown, and is one of the leading producers 
of many specific crops.  This station features a giant 
“Did You Know…” board.  This boards has inset cir-
cles which can be spun on their axis by zoo guests.  
On one side of the circle is the name and picture of 
a prominent Michigan crop and on the other side is 
Michigan’s national rank in production of that crop. 

Purpose: To demonstrate the role of agriculture in 
Michigan. 

“Soil Is Not Dirt”

This activity station focuses on the importance of 
maintaining healthy soils. In addition to a replica of 
a healthy soil, it features a “pull out” healthy soil 
profile encased in see-through plexiglass.  This soil 
profile will highlight a soil ecosystem, including live 
invertebrates and microorganisms. 

Purpose: Visitors get a close-up look at the amazing 
complexity of soil. 

Insects: Partners or Pests?

This matching board features pictures of some com-
mon agricultural crops and insects which have major 
impacts on them.  Many insects are vital to agricul-
ture: as pollinators or predators on invertebrates 
which damage crops. Some insects create problems 
for farmers, by eating crops or spreading diseases.  

Purpose: This matching board features a very fun, 
engaging challenge: visitors try to match insects to 
the crops they impact by inserting pegs attached by 
cords to the corresponding holes. 

Interactive Activity Stations for Farmyard



1. WALK-THROUGH BARN
2. INTERACTIVE DISPLAYS
3. PLAYSCAPE
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4. URBAN FARM
5. SMALL BARN



Heritage Breed Animals

The alpaca exhibit will highlight 
the importance of natural fiber 
production and the historical and 
cultural significance of these unu-
sual animals. 

Guinea hogs, noted for their 
small size, docile temperaments 
and ability to produce outstand-
ing meat on pasture and forage, 
will continue to be a part of the 
farmyard.  They are a rare breed 
on the conservation priority list 
for the American Livestock 
Conservancy. 

The goat exhibit allows 
physical contact and interaction 
with animals – something many 
people rarely experience. It will 
also highlight goat dairy 
production and efficiency in third 
world countries. 

Dexter cattle will be added to 
the farmyard. They are a heritage 
breed and are native to Ireland. 
They are smaller than most cattle 
and do well in both hot and cold 
climates. They are a dual purpose 
breed and can be raised for both 
meat and milk. 

Donkeys will also remain in the 
farmyard. They have a variety of 
roles in society and are 
sometimes used as pack animals 
because they are sure-footed and 
capable of carrying more than 
200 pounds for days. 

Alpaca

Bovine

Goats

Swine

Chickens

Equine

Suri and Huacaya

Dexter Cattle

Nubian and African Pygmy

Guinea Hogs

Heritage Breeds

Sicilian Donkey
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Chickens will live in the contact 
area. Breeds will include 
australorp, barred rock and Rhode 
Island reds and signage will teach 
guests about backyard chicken 
production. The eggs will supply 
eggs for zoo animal diets. 



In addition to the importance of the 
agriculture industry, the emergence of 
farm to table, urban farming, community 
supported agriculture and the concept 
of “foodsheds” are changing the way we 
view our food – how it is grown, where it is 
grown and whether to grow it on our own. 

Demonstration stations will illustrate how 
to grow food (crops and livestock) in urban 
settings, vertical gardening to save space, 
home rainwater conservation and 
composting. 

Urban 
Farming

7



185,249 
Potter Park 
Zoo guests

58,426
Encounters, 
tours and 
outreach 
programs 

participants

1,577 
Big Zoo 
Lesson 

participants

2,500 
Zoo In Your 

Neighborhood
 participants

570 
The 

FALCONERS 
program

participants

407
Zookambi 

Summer Camp
attendees
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5,000 
Potter Park 

Zoo members


